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ABSTRACT 

In order to determine the relationship between those 
courses students wished to take and those in which they actually 
enrolled, "students were asked to indicate their coarse preference 
during fall 1977 registration. For each day of the registration 
process, the desired classes were compared with the" number of 
students enrolled in each class. Results indicated that approximately 
600 (over one-fourth) of the course sections were desired by more 
students than were actually able to enroll in them. Over 16% (361) of 
the sections were courses which less than one-half of the students 
enrolled had selected as first choice. The course which had the 
highest iumber of students wishing to enroll in relation to the 
number of Registrants was Beginning Ballet Techniques. Tables of 
ratio frequencies and a selection from the. total list of specific 
class sections identified by ratio are included. (MB) • 



AOTHOB 
TITLE 

INSTITOTION 
POB DATE 
NOTE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



♦ Weproductiops suppl^iejJ^y EDRS are the best that can be made ♦ 

* ' from the original document. • ♦ 



A STUDY OF STl|)ENTS' DESIRES 
TO pROLL IN CLASSES AND THEIR ENROLLING IN THOSE CLASSES 



"PEHMISSIoij TO nEPMODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS FiEBN GRANTED UY 

Jerry C. GaHock 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOl^HCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)'aND 
USERS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM." 



U S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION a WELFARE 
NATIONAL I NJTITUTEpF 
• EDUCATION ^ 

this document hf^ ^en repro- 
ducHd exactly as received from 
the f*^rson or organization origin- 
ating ft points of vieworopinions 
stated 00 not necessarily repre- 
sent of fj'jcial national institute of 

EDUCATION POSltlON OR POLICY 



EL CAMINO COLLEGE 

OIR 78-1^ 
September 19,, 1978 



OFFICE OF RESEARCH JERRY C. GARLOCK, Ph.D 



' , A SlliDY'OFSlUDEI^S'DESi^^ , 

TO ENROLL IN CU\SSES AND THEIR ENROLLING IN THOSE Cy\SSES 

Cqurse offerings that meet the needs and* wishes of student:; are pot always " 
easy to Identify. Those classes which close first during the nsglstratlon 
processes might appear to be a simple solution to determining wlilch courses stu- 
dents wish to enroll at the outset; but upon a more In depth scrutiny, classes 
which close first might be a functlqn of such factors as the time of day, the s 
Instructor, and of the priority process. Whether classes are flllled for various 
courses might also be used as a criterion for determining studer^t course needs. 
Again the results may not be conclusive because of the multiplicity of variables 
Influencing students enrolling the courses. In addition to the above factors, 
Tbther factors which could be added are student desperation to /enroll In any 
available class, secondary choices are used Instead of primary .choices, and pro- 

grarh conflict. * / 

\ ' / 

Because of these and other problems of^^knowlng what courses stqderrts wanted 
and what courses they enrolled, the present study was conduc1:ed to determine 
answers to this problem. / 

During the registration of the fall 1977 se>tie$ter, students were p^rovlded 
pink slips during the registration process which,/ when completed b^ the students, 
indicated the classes that they wished to enroll at El Camnino Col 1 ege dur I ng that 
semester. For each day of the reg Istrat Ion process, the dSslred c lasses "V/ere^ 
compared with the number of students "enrol 1 ed In each class. Thus, at the en^ of 
each day, the data could be analyzed to determine what suudents wanted to what' 
they actually received. , • . ; / 

" . I * 

These data were accumulated for each day of registration. The cumulation 
of the final day of registration Indicated the composite of the registration 
process of the class^es that the students wanted to the classes that they re- 
ceived. These results are shown In Table 1. The ratio indicated Is the, ratio 
between the number of students who desired a certain cllass divided by 'the number 
of students enrolled In that class and this divisor mi/ltiplied by ICIO. Thus, a . 
ratio of 100 means that there were the same number of/people desiring the^class 
as those enrolled. A ratio of 150 woujd be interpreted as half again as many 
people desired a class as those who enrolled in the class. For those ratios 
less than 100, the interpretation is that fewer peopie wanted the classes their 
first choice than those who finally enrolled w the /class. It is noted t+iat 
these classes might be classes that closed because of filled enrollment, but ' 
they were classes which students did not indicate as their first choice for 
registration. Table 1 Indicates that 606 sect ions /had ratios of 100 or greater. 
That Is, approximately 600 sections had more students who wanted to enroll than 
actually did enroll. This Is in excess of ona/fourth of the sections. When 
the frequencies of the ratios for those classes under 50 are totaled, there are 
361 sections or in excess of 16 per cent of the number of sections were courses 
in which less than one-half of the students selected these classes as first 
choice. / ' . 

When the data from Table 1 are preser^ted accordi^ng to division, the results 
are shown In Tables 2, 3i and k. From these tab/les. Division? can^determlne how 
their ratios are in relation to other divisions /in tertns of frequenciies for 
various ratios. ^ \ ■ * ■ 




For those wishing to determine the specific sections Id^ntlrlpd by ratio. 
Appendix B should be employed. The format for Appendix A (as wel T as- Append Ix 
B) Is shown In Figure 1. Figure 1 Is the first page of pages listing the 
section^ ranked according to highest ratio. It;ls noted that PE 209A had the 
"greatest wlsh'Vto enroll . In relation to the number of registrants. The. fall 
1977 schedule of classes Indicates that the section 2572 Is. Dance, Ballet 
Techniques, Beginning held from 12;00 to 12:50 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. ' 

Because of the sheer bulk of Appendix A when all sections In the college 
^are Included, only the first five pages of the ^'complete Appendix A" are shown 
*ln Appendix A. Three copies of the "complete Appendix A'* are housed' In the 
Office of Institutional Research. 

An Appendix B Is sent to each Instructional Division Dean which lists all 
sections for that division. \ p 

■« 

Sections with large or small ratios might be scrutinized to determine 

whether the class schedule should be altered as a result of these .f i nd I ngs V 

coupled with other InformatFon available to dea'ns and the - I nstruct Ion Depart- 
ment. , > . 
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